
The New Mythology

Every  film in the top one hundred highest grossing 
worldwide movies of all time, revolve around he-
roes and their journey. Most of them also involve 
epic battles between good and evil.

What these movies tell us about the collective 
consciousness of the majority of our human popu-
lation is that the heroes journey resonates with our 
species. The majority among us want to see stories 
where heroes partake in fighting in and then end-
ing epic battles between good and evil. What this 
usually  entails is a massive series of unfortunate 
events that lead to a worst case scenario the hero 
must overcome. The paradox is that we want to 
see good defeat evil but evil is needed so that good 
can be tested, fight and eventually triumph in the 
end. The harder it  is for the hero to do this, the 
greater the capacity  of the audience to enjoy the 
story.

Artists are considered the myth makers of our day 
and thus, students of the heroes journey. In order 
for filmmakers to make new myths that resonate 
with audiences, they have to understand the subtle 
details that build the most attractive heroes jour-

our selves. If we hope to avoid such a nightmar-
ish fate between now and our destiny  as a united 
civilization, we will need to revise and create a 
more superior script for our future and then act in 
accordance with it. Such a script would inspire 
the citizens of the world to unite and avert a 
World War III apocalypse scenario while leading 
us into a heroic and peaceful transition towards a 
global federal government.

Action heroes from our movies like Schwar-
zenegger, Van Damme, Stallone or Vin Diesel, 
save society with violent deeds of courage after 
evil has been unleashed. Wisdom heroes are also 
courageous but knowledge is the weapon they 
wield to keep evil from being unleashed in the 
first place. They see preventative medicine as the 
greatest good. This is more desirable than wait-
ing for the worst case scenario to escalate beyond 
the point of no return, requiring the less than cer-
tain invasive surgery to cut out the cancerous tu-
mor of evil before it destroys the body. This is 
the World War III scenario to be avoided, where 
entire cultures and races are vilified and dozens 
of cities all over the planet are incinerated in a 
nuclear holocaust. 

Filmmakers take the journey of wisdom heroes 
because it is through film that we can create the 
preventative medicine needed to transform soci-
ety  with new ways of thinking about and seeing 
the world. Joseph Campbell was a wisdom hero 
who wrote extensively  about the heroes journey 
and mythology. He stated that the new myth for

the future will bring the society of our planet to-
gether. It will come out of realization from a sym-
bolic form. In pictures of the Earth from space, we 
find this symbolism. We see no divisions of na-
tions or states. It is this Campbell says, that will 
inspire the new mythology. "Earth is the country 
we are going to be celebrating and the people on it 
are going to be those we become one with." With 
the help of filmmakers, this realization can spread 
and incite the required action without needing to 
experience the outcome of nation states unbound 
by a global country; the horror of world war on a 
nuclear scale. 

"Human history can be viewed as a slowly dawning aware-
ness that we are members of a larger group. Initially our 
loyalties were to ourselves and our immediate family, next, 
to bands of wandering hunter-gatherers, then to tribes, 
small settlements, city-states, nations. We have broadened 
the circle of those we love. -- If we are to survive, our loyal-
ties must be broadened further, to include the whole human 
community, the entire planet Earth.   

                -- Carl Sagan

"We are awaiting the new global founding Fathers and 
Mothers who will frame an integral system of governance 
that will call us to our more encompassing future..."

            -- Ken Wilber

1. Some ideas on the heroes journey in this brochure, were taken from Peace Knights: 
of the Soul: Wisdom in Star Wars by Jon Snodgrass.
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ney, capturing the imagination of the masses. 
These stories tap into the human hunger for a 
larger purpose to life by  being connected to forces 
greater than the self. Furthermore, ordinary peo-
ple love stories of ordinary heroes becoming ex-
traordinary. If it  can happen to them, it can hap-
pen to anyone.

Some examples of unassuming and unlikely  he-
roes from our movies: Frodo a country boy  from 
the Lord of the Rings, Neo, an office worker in 
The Matrix, Luke, a farm boy in Star Wars, Ellie a 
loner scientist in Contact, Peter Parker, a nerd 
along with Harry  Potter. These are ordinary  char-
acters who become extraordinary.

The heroes journey or mono myth, transcends 
race, economics, culture and religion. It  taps into 
our primordial being. Theaters help facilitate this 
in darkness where a projector's light flickers on 
the screen much like our ancestors experienced 
the flicker of the campfire light  on their faces dur-
ing story telling sessions.

Story telling is an art that captures the response of 
our humanity to the dramas of life. This has al-
ways been the inspiration behind our movies. All 
over the world, there are millions of real dramas 
unfolding, all worthy of the theater but only  need 
artists and story tellers to capture them in a format 
presentable for the big screen. Some examples of 
our movies inspired by real events: Malcolm X, A 
Beautiful Mind, Jerry Maguire, Titanic, Schin-
dler's List, Sea Biscuit, October Sky, Amadeus, 
The Elephant Man, Remember the Titans, Gan-
dhi, American Splendor, Hotel Rewanda, 
Antwone Fisher, Kundun, etc.

Do the highest grossing dramas we like to see on 
the big screen have something to do with the 
dramas we create for ourselves in the world? In 
the drama going on now, America is presented to 

us as hero facing a great sinister axis of evil. After 
viewing the devastating destruction of the World 
Trade Center during 9-11, many thought the news 
footage felt  unreal; like it was just a scene from an 
action packed Jerry  Bruckheimer movie. Are the 
tragedies that unfold in the world just giving us 
more of the same thing we like to see in our movies; 
a massive series of unfortunate events that lead to a 
worst case scenario the hero must overcome?

We are all actors in this massive cosmic drama. Our 
eyes are like super high definition cameras giving 
us a perfect seat in the everyday action of our lives. 
The dramas that play themselves out for us are 
formed by written and unwritten scripts shaped by 
ourselves and society. The scripts our culture have 
been following, are setting the stage for a great test 
humanity must undergo as collective hero. The full 
capacity of the human spirit  must respond in order 
to avert the disaster outlined by our prophetic 
scripts, moving us towards a drama with a worst 
case scenario in our near future.

One of the most well known examples of these 
scripts we are taught in the west, is the Biblical 
paradigm. In it, the human race as we know it, is a 
doomed entity. The worst in our nature manifests 
through our reckless leaders who compel us to wage 
a final battle of apocalyptic and cataclysmic propor-
tions. The only hero who saves us from ourselves is 
a super Jesus who returns to unite the world and es-
tablish a new kingdom of world peace because we 
utterly failed to do this on our own.

Another widely popularized script for the future is 
the Star Trek vision. Like the Bible, its outlook for 
humanity's near future is almost as bleak. Although 

the religious and secular scripts end with a united 
human race governed in peace and prosperity, both 
of them have a horrendous transition period be-
tween now and then. In the Biblical version, a third 
of humanity is destroyed. Even in the Star Trek 
timeline, World War III is unavoidable and six 
hundred million people are murdered in this cata-
strophic event.

There are many who believe humanity is headed 
for a cataclysmic upheaval in the near future. If 
these cynical perspectives populating our media, 
religious communities and scientific circles are 
correct, then we are indeed moving towards ful-
fillment of the same kind of heroes journey equa-
tion that traditionally makes for the best selling 
movies at  the box office. Evil manifests as a series 
of unfortunate domino effect like events leading to 
a worst case scenario in which the hero can only 
survive by  overcoming incredibly daunting odds. 
Some examples of these events we've all seen in 
the headlines: environmental crises such as global 
warming, the Israeli and Palestinian conflict divid-
ing the world, American and world addiction to 
Middle East oil as reserves decline, 9-11, war on 
terror, Iraq invasion, efforts to present war as an 
entertaining video game (www.americasarmy.com) 
in recruiting tactics for the next generation of sol-
diers, threats leading to a nuclear armed North Ko-
rea and Iran, international anger at America and all 
the weapons to fight World War III waiting and 
ready for use.

If the dramatic conflicts we see unfolding are mov-
ing us closer to a worst case scenario, humanity as 
the collective hero will have to wake up in order to 
avert the  catastrophe  of  the  evil  unleashed  upon

http://www.americasarmy.com/
http://www.americasarmy.com/
http://www.americasarmy.com
http://www.americasarmy.com

